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QUESTIONS!

1. Are the OIE Standards “applicable” and “practical”?
2. What is the legal value of OIE Standards?
3. How can the OIE Standards help in “normal life”? 
4. Are the OIE Standards only for trade?
5. Are the OIE Standards only for Veterinary Services?
6. Etc, etc, etc.
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1. OIE Standards are applicable… but not applied!
2. OIE Standards have a legal value, especially for 

WTO Members.
3. OIE Standards can be, should be the basis for 

national regulations and policies on animal health and 
welfare.

4. OIE Standards are for disease prevention and 
control, which involves trade, especially international 
trade.

5. OIE Standards are aimed at Veterinary Services but 
may be used by others, as they are a reference.

ANSWERS!
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THEN, HOW TO USE OIE STANDARDS?

At the beginning of the Terrestrial and the Aquatic Codes, 
there is a “User’s Guide”
It explains what is in the Codes, and what for. USE IT!
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TIPS, NOT TO USE OIE STANDARDS 
BLINDLY

Before any use, read the “User’s Guide”.
Read the Code not only vertically but also horizontally.
All chapters are linked somehow.
The Codes are not the only source: Manuals, Handbooks,…
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NOW LET’S BEGIN, A QUICK OVERVOEW 
OF THE TERRESTRIAL CODE

SECTIONS 1 to 15
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NOW LET’S BEGIN, TAKING THE 
TERRESTRIAL CODE AS EXAMPLE

SECTION 1
Strongest legal value: notification not optional! (Ch 1.1)
Basis of all the rest: can’t determine measures
without disease information? 

Lists of diseases: to be prioritised…
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WE WILL NOT SEE THE WHOLE CODE 
TODAY

SECTION 2
Import risk analysis: the way to the safe side outside OIE! 
(Ch 2.1.)
Safe commodities: another way! (Ch 2.2.)
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BUT WE NEED TO ADDRESS THE 
CONCEPTS

SECTION 3
Quality of Veterinary Services: the basis of trust (Ch 3.1 & 
3.2.), which is the basis of safe trade;
Veterinary Legislation: please follow! (Ch 3.4.)
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IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THE 
MECHANISMS

SECTION 4
How to know what is going on and 
what is traded without traces? (Ch 4.1 & 4.2.)

How to prevent and control diseases is also how to ensure 
continuation of safe trade. (Chapters 4.3. to 4.16.)
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THAT ALLOWS TO USE THE OIE 
STANDARDS
SECTION 5
Now we are talking trade! (Ch 5.3.)
But first of certification, which is not optional… (Ch 5.1 & Ch
5.2)
All chapters in this Section should be of daily use: before, 
during, after the movements, model certificates… this is of 
direct, handy usefulness… and in line with SPS Agreement!



18



19

WITHOUT LETTING OTHERS TELL YOU 
“IMPOSSIBLE”

SECTION 6
Not really relating to trade! 
However, very related to safety… 
Veterinary Services are upstream doctors.
Ante- and post- mortem inspection is nearly in all 
international veterinary certificate.
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EVEN IF SOMETIMES WE NEED TO 
THINK “OUT OF THE BOX”

SECTION 7
Animal welfare is not in the SPS Agreement.
However, many times it is linked to trade issues…
“Outcome based” means more investment and partnerships.
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WE ALWAYS COME BACK TO THE 
ESSENTIALS

SECTIONS 8 to 15
Disease-specific chapters

The sections that give 
answers, but ask questions.
These “vertical” chapters are 
linked with “horizontal” ones.

Notification, Status, 
Eradication, Surveillance, 
Certification for trade, 
Safety of commodities.
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OK NOW LET’S SEE HOW TO PROCEED 
FOR TRADE

“Animal health measures related to international 
trade should be based on OIE standards”.
It depends on: 
WHAT is traded? Animal, raw or processed product…
From WHERE? Country, region, vet services, epi situation…
To protect WHAT or WHO, from WHAT? National policies…
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A BIT FURTHER 
IF YOU DON’T MIND

“The quality of the exporting country's Veterinary Services is 
essential in providing assurances to trading partners 
regarding the safety of exported animals and products. This 
includes the Veterinary Services' ethical approach to the 
provision of veterinary certificates and their history in 
meeting their notification obligations.”
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FURTHER MORE

“International veterinary certificates underpin
international trade and provide assurances to 
the importing country regarding the health status 
of the animals and products imported. 
The measures prescribed should take into account the 
health status of both exporting and importing countries, and 
zones or compartments within them, and be based upon the 
standards in the Terrestrial Code.”
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ALL RIGHT, LET’S DO THIS STEP BY STEP

STEP 1
Identify the diseases, infections or infestations from which 
the importing country is justified in seeking protection 
because of its own health status. Importing countries should 
not impose measures in regards to diseases that occur in 
their own territory but are not subject to official control 
programmes.
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STEP 2
 For commodities capable of transmitting these diseases, 

infections or infestations through international trade, the 
importing country should apply the relevant articles in 
the disease-specific chapters. 

 The application of the articles should be adapted to the 
disease status of the country, zone or compartment of 
origin. 

 Such status should be established according to Article 
1.4.6. (Surveillance to demonstrate freedom from disease 
or infection) except when articles of the relevant disease 
specific chapter specify otherwise.
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STEP 3

 When preparing international veterinary certificates, 
the importing country should endeavour to use terms and 
expressions in accordance with the definitions given in the 
Glossary. 

 International veterinary certificates should be kept as 
simple as possible and should be clearly worded, to avoid 
misunderstanding of the importing country's requirements.



33

STEP 4

 Chapters 5.10. to 5.13. provide, as further guidance to 
Member Countries, model certificates that should be 
used as a baseline.

 It is recommended that Veterinary Authorities prepare 
'guidance notes' to assist importers and exporters 
understand trade requirements. These notes should 
identify and explain the trade conditions...
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SO, IN A (BIG) NUTSHELL

1. First use the Code to elaborate national policies and 
assess your services, your situation, your priorities.

2. Then use the Code to assess potential trading partners 
and their health situation.

3. Then, according to the commodity and their origin, use 
the Code to draft import conditions consistent with 1.

4. Then, use the Code to apply the documentation and 
physical controls at import. 
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YOU WANT EXAMPLES?
WAIT A MOMENT

After the tea (or coffee) break, we will see specific points of 
measures relating both to disease control and safe trade, 
and examples of “success stories”. 
And we will do practical exercises during the course of the 
workshop…
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Thank you for your attention

12 rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, 
France 

www.oie.int – oie@oie.int


