
                                         
 

 

                                     
Object: FAO and IGAD are joining forces against Rift Valley Fever 

 
May 15th 2020 

 
Rift Valley fever (RVF) is a viral zoonotic disease that is transmitted by mosquitoes and can cause severe 
symptoms in animals and humans. The disease can result in death and abortion in RVF-infected livestock. 
This epizootic disease in animals, which spills over to the human population, tends to develop extremely 
rapidly following abnormally high seasonal rainfall at the local, national or regional scale. 
 
RVF outbreaks can disrupt the livestock sector in depleting the future generation of affected herds and 
therefore constitutes an important socio-economic and food security threat to vulnerable households. 
Not only RVF can disrupt communities depending on animal trade through affecting local animal markets, 
but it can also affect the funds directly available to households through their animals and impact their 
capacities to access health care and child education. As such, the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD) considers RVF as a major threat to the economic development and stability of the 
region and strongly advocates for a regional approach to supplement national initiatives. 
 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) maintains a system for RVF forecasting 
based on precipitation and vegetation anomalies, among other environmental factors. On 16 October 
2019, FAO Animal Health and IGAD Centre for Climate Prediction and Application (ICPAC) forecasted that 
expected rains in Eastern Africa would bring a higher than normal risk of vector amplification and 
potential RVF outbreaks in the coming months. This forecast was followed by an alert sent out on 12 
December 2019 by the FAO Chief Veterinary Officer to the FAO representatives in high-risk countries, in 
order to increase awareness and coordination on RVF preparedness and response efforts. 

  
During the past months, in line with the weather predictions including IGAD climate Predication and 
Application Center (ICPAC) forecast, rainfall was persistently above-average in most of the countries in 
Eastern Africa. The latest FAO RVF forecasting in May 2020 (as presented below-RED) confirms that the 
risk of RVF occurrence in the region remains high both in animals and humans in the next coming 
months, either due to favorable to environmental conditions and/or through animal movement, and 
calls for urgent readiness to any potential RVF outbreak, in particular through One Health coordination.  
 

 
 



                                         
 

 

 
Figure 1 Potential hotspots for RVF vector amplification for May 2020 (source: FAO RVF Monitoring, Early Warning and Decision Support Tool) 

 
The current situation continues to deteriorate and the restrictive measures due to COVID-19 are likely to 
hamper farming activities and the work of the veterinary services, particularly with regard disease 
investigation and reporting. 
 
Therefore, IGAD and FAO are urging the countries to increase awareness, improve preparedness at 
national, subnational and community levels to safeguard livestock, livelihoods and public health, 
especially for exposed and vulnerable communities (farmers, pastoralists), and improve coordination with 
public health and environment services around the on-going risk of RVF outbreaks.  
 
Now more than ever, it is crucial for countries to be better prepared for the potential threat of various 
infectious diseases, and to respond more swiftly to their unpredictable evolution, through timely 
preparedness, early detection and early response. 
 
 



                                         
 

 

More specifically, FAO and IGAD recommend: 
 

 National Veterinary Authority to increase awareness about the disease, assess the current 
situation and the specific risk to the country regarding RVF, identify the actions to support the 
country to increase its resilience to RVF outbreaks; 

 National Veterinary Authority to get in touch with their public health counterpart to coordinate 
joint preparedness activities, especially in countries where there is no One-Health platform; to 
ensure a One Health and humanitarian approach to this threat. 

 

More precisely, countries should verify if: 

 Staff on all levels (national to local) is aware of this high-risk period and of specific high-risk 
area 

 RVF contingency plan with SOPs for outbreak control exists and was endorsed 

 Staff is equipped and trained to implement the plan in case of outbreak 

 Staff is equipped and trained to conduct passive and possibly active RVF surveillance, 
especially in high risk areas 

 All suspected cases are investigated using the OH approach; and samples collected and sent 
to diagnostic laboratories under the required biosecurity and biosafety conditions  

 Additional actions should be taken to increase awareness of populations  
 

In case of any inquiry on the subject, including the need for technical support or information on the 
disease and at-risk areas, you may wish to contact the following technical officers from FAO and IGAD: 
 
Contacts  
 

 FAO 
 

Dr. Ricarda Mondry 
Livestock development Officer 
Subregional Office for East Africa (SFE) 
Addis Ababa, Ehtiopia 
Ricarda.Mondry@fao.org  
 
Dr. Charles Bebay 
Regional Manager 
FAO’s Emergency Centre for Transboundary Animal Diseases ECTAD) - Eastern Africa 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Charles.Bebay@fao.org  
 

mailto:Ricarda.Mondry@fao.org
mailto:Charles.Bebay@fao.org


                                         
 

 

 IGAD 
Dr. Solomon J. Muchina Munyua 
Director 
IGAD Centre for Pastoral Areas and Livestock Development (ICPALD) 
muchina.munyua@igad.int 
 
Dr. Guleid Artan, 
Director 
IGAD Centre for Climate Prediction and Application (ICPAC) 
guleid.artan@igad.int

mailto:muchina.munyua@igad.int
mailto:guleid.artan@igad.int


                                         
 

 

Useful links 

IRI seasonal 
precipitation 
forecast 

IRI 

https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/ 

CPC/NOAA 
seasonal 
precipitation 
forecast 

 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/international/nmme/html_monthly/precip_anom_africa_body.html  

Real-time 
monitoring and 
forecasting of Rift 
Valley fever in 
Africa 

FAO FCC Information 
Sheet 

http://www.fao.org/3/ca5511en/ca5511en.pdf 

USDA/NASA RVF 
update 

USDA 

https://www.ars.usda.gov/southeast-area/gainesville-fl/center-for-medical-agricultural-and-veterinary-
entomology/docs/rvf_monthlyupdates/  

Rif Valley fever 
surveillance FAO Manual 

http://www.fao.org/3/I8475EN/i8475en.pdf  

Rift Valley Fever in 
Niger: Rapid Risk 
Assessment 
Report 

FAO Risk Assessment 

http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/dbd28e22-1784-450e-a7c4-681e39da71f4 

CDC RVF posters 
CDC 

https://www.cdc.gov/vhf/rvf/resources/posters.html 

Africa. El Niño and 
increased risk of 
Rift Valley fever – 

FAO EMPRES Watch 
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5282e.pdf 

https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/international/nmme/html_monthly/precip_anom_africa_body.html
http://www.fao.org/3/ca5511en/ca5511en.pdf
https://www.ars.usda.gov/southeast-area/gainesville-fl/center-for-medical-agricultural-and-veterinary-entomology/docs/rvf_monthlyupdates/
https://www.ars.usda.gov/southeast-area/gainesville-fl/center-for-medical-agricultural-and-veterinary-entomology/docs/rvf_monthlyupdates/
http://www.fao.org/3/I8475EN/i8475en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/dbd28e22-1784-450e-a7c4-681e39da71f4
https://www.cdc.gov/vhf/rvf/resources/posters.html
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5282e.pdf


                                         
 

 

Warning to 
countries 

FAO helps 
countries prevent 
and control Rift 
Valley fever 

FAO FCC Information 
Sheet 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5149e.pdf 

The last hurdles 
towards Rift 
Valley fever 
control : 5–7 
March 2014. Ad 
hoc workshop on 
the current state 
of Rift Valley fever 
vaccine and 
diagnostics 
development 
(Rome, Italy) 

FAO Report 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4466e.pdf 

Climate Models 
Predict Persistent 
Above-Average 
Rains and Risk of 
Flooding in East 
Africa: FAO, OIE 
and WHO Warn 
Countries to 
Remain Vigilant 
about Rift Valley 
Fever 

FAO EMPRES Watch 

http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/d181bf2e-e893-477e-b327-97b55d480aa2 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5149e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4466e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/d181bf2e-e893-477e-b327-97b55d480aa2


                                         
 

 

OIE Rev. sci. tech. 
Off. int. Epiz., 
2014, 33 (2), 555-
567 

OIE article 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/8f7b/b3edf7c0d9ed8383bbb6e98016e2fb2252c5.pdf  

Rift Valley Fever 
Vigilance needed 
in the coming 
months 

FAO EMPRES Watch 

http://www.fao.org/3/ap392e/ap392e.pdf 

Rift Valley fever 
vaccine 
development, 
progress and 
constraints: GF-
TADs meeting / 
November 2010 

FAO Proceedings 

http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/34229ff6-b1c2-5a71-9768-197cef203eb8 

Rift Valley fever 
outbreaks in 
Madagascar and 
potential risks to 
neighbouring 
countries 

FAO EMPRES Watch 

http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/e1617dbc-3e26-577c-8d1b-f02921af10c8 

Climate models 
predict increased 
risk of 
precipitations in 
the Horn of Africa 
for end of 2008 

FAO EMPRES Watch 

http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/3c537000-d197-54f2-b044-1bff542e497c 

Recommendations 
of joint FAO/WHO 
Rift Valley fever 

FAO/WHO 
Recommendations 

http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/3e25b40f-a572-5242-9c96-c8bfca9a5e81 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/8f7b/b3edf7c0d9ed8383bbb6e98016e2fb2252c5.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ap392e/ap392e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/34229ff6-b1c2-5a71-9768-197cef203eb8
http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/e1617dbc-3e26-577c-8d1b-f02921af10c8
http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/3c537000-d197-54f2-b044-1bff542e497c
http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/3e25b40f-a572-5242-9c96-c8bfca9a5e81


                                         
 

 

outbreaks 
forecasting 
models 
brainstorming 
workshop 

Rift Valley Fever 
could spread with 
movement of 
animals from East 
Africa 

FAO EMPRES Watch 

http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/735aab71-3b62-5cea-baab-a4a06f09672e 

Possible RVF 
activity in the 
Horn of Africa 

FAO EMPRES Watch 
http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/25ef7f33-117f-58ce-a3ec-81794577c846 

Recognizing Rift 
Valley Fever 

FAO Manual 
http://www.fao.org/3/Y4611E/Y4611E00.htm  

Preparation of Rift 
Valley Fever 
Contingency Plans 

FAO Manual 

http://www.fao.org/3/Y4140E/Y4140E00.htm  

Rift Valley Fever 
(RVF) disease 
leaflet 

OIE Leaflet  
https://www.oie.int/doc/ged/D13962.PDF 

WHO RVF disease 
card 

WHO 
https://www.who.int/health-topics/rift-valley-fever 

 

http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/735aab71-3b62-5cea-baab-a4a06f09672e
http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/25ef7f33-117f-58ce-a3ec-81794577c846
http://www.fao.org/3/Y4611E/Y4611E00.htm
http://www.fao.org/3/Y4140E/Y4140E00.htm
https://www.oie.int/doc/ged/D13962.PDF
https://www.who.int/health-topics/rift-valley-fever

